
2025 has been a memorable year for 
Chester Civic Trust and I would like to extend 
a big ‘Thank you’ to everyone who has 
volunteered to serve on a committee, organise 
events, help with administration and the 
management of Bishop Lloyd’s Palace.

2026 will see significant events like the FIFA 
World Cup and the 100th Anniversary of 
A. A. Milne’s ‘Winnie the Pooh’. In Chester we 
can look forward to the opening of the new 
Archive Centre off Lightfoot Street in late 
summer and the beginning of the resident-led 
development of Northgate Phase 2.

Members of New Works and Strategic 
Development Committees will be busy 
monitoring the progress of the revised Local 
Plan*. The Communications Committee will be 
overseeing the revamped ‘Good, Improved and 
Bad Awards’ and engaging with our Corporate 
Members. 

Campaigning to protect and repair historic 
buildings at risk in the city will be a priority for 
the Heritage Committee. The Events Committee 

will organise a diverse mix of residential group 
visits to Gdansk and Northumberland, day visits 
to places of interest like the Harris Museum and 
talks in Bishop Lloyd’s Palace and the Grosvenor 
Museum.

Charity appeals at Christmas usually focus on 
raising funds for good causes. However, the 
Civic Trust’s appeal this year is for VOLUNTEERS 
with basic IT skills to provide administrative 
support!

In particular we need help with general clerical 
work like bookings, copying and committee 
support. Volunteers can be office or home-
based. If you have 2-3 hours to spare a week 
please get in touch using contact details at the 
end of this newsletter.

On behalf of the Trustees I wish you and your 
family and friends a happy, peaceful and healthy 
festive season. We look forward to seeing many 
of you at our first event of 2026 - our traditional 
NEW YEAR’S QUIZ on Friday 10th January.

Christine Russell (Chair)
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Current Corporate Members	

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Member Lectures
Free entry to members. Guests are welcome to 
attend: £5 on the door.

These events start at 7.30pm and are generally held 
on a Wednesday at The Grosvenor Museum lecture 
theatre, 27 Grosvenor Street, Chester CH1 2DD. 
There is free parking nearby in the car park on 
Castle Drive.

TUESDAY JANUARY 20th 
Tony Barton (Chair of the Heritage Committee) 
“Chester Castle : Past Present and Future.”
Future Lectures will be on 

FEBRUARY 18th, MARCH 18th AND APRIL 15th
Speakers to be confirmed nearer the time.

Additional Events in early 2026
Details are included for all events below with the 
exception of the quiz. The quiz booking form will 
follow separately by email or letter, depending on 
your opt in for online booking.

SATURDAY JANUARY 10th , 7pm
Traditional New Years Quiz at Bishop Lloyds Palace. 
Tickets £12pp. Nordic Refreshments. 
Family and friends are welcome. 

FRIDAY FEBRUARY 13th
Day visit to Harris Gallery, Preston and Lytham Hall.

FRIDAY FEBRUARY 27th, 2pm 
Bishop Lloyds Palace, Friday Murder Club 
with Swiss Rolls.

TUESDAY MARCH 3rd
Green Visit to St George’s Hall.

FRIDAY MARCH 6th, 2pm
Bishop Lloyds Palace, Hough Green History Group 
on local history research.

FRIDAY APRIL 17th, 2pm 
Bishop Lloyds Palace, Working Class Housing
Elizabeth Davey.

Corporate Membership is available to professional practices, institutions, colleges, schools and businesses of all types in 
the Chester area. For more information on the benefits or to join, contact Nick Clarke at nickclarke77@btinternet.com

The Civic Trust is grateful for the support of its corporate members

*Information about the Council’s Local Plan Review and our submission can be found on the 
website: https://chestercivictrust.org.uk/response-to-the-new-local-plan-review/

The Government has recently re-introduced mandatory housing targets on local authorities, 
meaning that Cheshire West and Chester Council is required to demonstrate it can provide for 
29,000 new dwellings between 2025 and 2030. 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

Paul Fielding of Lovelock 
Mitchell spoke on 
October 8th, on 
‘Chester’s other architect; 
T M Lockwood and Sons 
and their ongoing 
architectural legacy.



In October I had the pleasure of attending the 
Vikings study tour. We stayed in a fantastic location 
overlooking the magnificent Lincoln Cathedral. 
As ever on Chester Civic Trust trips, we benefited 
from engaging guides and visited stunning 
locations. The historical context spanned the 
Vikings, Romans, Normans, Cromwell, World War 
2 and modern land use in the Wolds. We even had 
an opportunity to view one of only four original 
copies of the magna carta as well as Tom Thumbs 
grave (possibly). Good food and good company 
throughout.

Ed

IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF THE VIKINGS

CHESTER CIVIC TRUST ANNUAL 
AWARDS 2026

 
Although The Good, The Bad and The Ugly Awards 
have always been well supported by Trust members 
it has been agreed that it is time for a refresh and a 
slight change of emphasis. The reference to The Good, 
The Bad and The Ugly is not understood by younger 
members and we feel the title gives too much weight 
to the Bad/Ugly categories. There is also no real 
definition of what should be included in Bad/Ugly and 
of late we have combined these into a single category.

We have retained the Good and Bad categories, 
deleted Ugly but added a category to recognise where 
Improvements have been made.

Our aims for the awards remain the same. We will 
email trust members with further information and to 
invite online nominations. Paper nomination forms will 
only be available on request from the office, please call 
01244 318415 or send an email to 
admin@chestercivictrust.org.uk

The closing date for nominations is 
Friday 23 January 2026.

PETER ELLIOTT: 1959-2025
Peter Elliot was a foundling. He was left on the steps 
a building in Liverpool, before being adopted by a 
couple in Lancashire. A talented schoolboy, he won a 
scholarship to Downing College, Cambridge to read 
Natural Sciences, then had a year as master of 
ceremonies with a band before training to become a 
Patent Agent in London. His subsequent 
employment with Unilever sent him all around the 
world as he sought to establish the validity and 
loop-holes in patents in competing companies. 
On retirement, his long-term interest in history 
developed into something more local when he 
established WikiChester, one of the best sources of 
information about Chester’s history on the web. 

He gave entertaining talks, and was always a 
reliable source of information on history - and much 
else besides. A kind and generous man, he will be 
hugely missed by his partner Anjana and his friends 
around Chester. 

We are particularly grateful to him for his inspiration 
and support in the exploration of the carvings on the 
front of Bishop Lloyd’s Palace. He was instrumental in 
the drone photographs of the attic carvings. These had 
never before been seen in such detail.

Clare Dudman and Karen McKay

BRADFORD VISIT
Group choice of winner of Turner Prize
Forty Civic Trust members went to Bradford in late 
October to see parts of Bradford’s events as the City 
of Culture.

The first aspect of the visit was to see the Turner Prize 
Exhibition, held in the Cartwright Art Gallery and 
Museum. There were four nominees, with each 
allocated a separate exhibition area: Nnera Kalu, 
Rene Matic, Zadia Xa and Mohammed Sami.

A certain amount of cynicism, about the quality of 
what we would see, was expressed on the coach, but 
everyone was bowled over by what was on display.

Members were asked to vote for their Turner choice. 
The overwhelming winner was Zadia Xa’s installation 
with 24 votes. Members’ comments were, ‘The best 
exhibit that I have seen out of many Turner Prize 
visits’; ‘Out of this world’; ‘a totally absorbing 
experience of light, sound and wonderful colours’; 

‘The links 
between ocean 
life and grief 
were apparent’; 
‘immersive 
chromatism 
with exciting 
polymorphic 
naturalism’. 

Mohammed 
Sumi’s work 
received 12 votes 
and many members felt it was a 
difficult choice between his work and Zadia’s. 
Rene Matic received 2 votes, but had appreciative 
comments: ‘as good a view of modern life as viewed 
by a young mixed-race person, as you are going to 
get’. Nnera Kalu received 1 vote.

Lincoln “Old Town”.

Lincoln castle: built almost 1000 years ago by William the 
Conqueror. Centuries earlier, the Roman invaders had built 

their legionary fortress on this hilltop.

Gainsborough Old Hall. Gainsborough served as the
 capital of England for 40 days in 1013 when the 
Danish king Sweyn Forkbeard made it his base. 

He was accompanied by his son Canute.

Celebrating the Good, Recognising Improvement and 
Bringing Attention to the Bad

END OF AN ERA
After years of communicating our events’ programme to you by paper flyers, we are changing. The flyers in this 
mail out will be our last flyers in the old format. From April you will receive communications about events by 
email with electronic reply slips.

We will make alternative arrangements for the few who do not use computers. Our system has worked 
smoothly for over thirty years. It was tried and tested, but it is time to move on. If you anticipate a problem, 
please contact me at mckaykaren68@gmail.com

Please keep applying for our events when the new system arrives in April. Apply for events in the old way for 
this last time. 

Karen Mckay


